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SUBJECT: TRANSFER OF PRESIDENTIAL FUNCTIONS TO 
PARLIAMENTARY PRESIDENTS 

REF: VIENNA 2940 

1. LOWER HOUSE OF PARLIAMENT (NATIONALRAT) MET 
IN SPECIAL SESSION ON APRIL 8 AND UNANIMOUSLY 
ENACTED LEGISLATION TRANSFERRING PRESIDENTIAL 
POWERS COLLECTIVELY TO THE THREE PRESIDENTS OF 
THE NATIONALRAT. 

2. NEW LAW BECOMES EFFECTIVE APRIL 10 THEREBY 
RELIEVING CHANCELLOR KREISKY FROM DUTIES OF 
ACTING PRESIDENT WHICH HE HAD ASSUMED MARCH 27 
FOLLOWING NOTIFICATION THAT PRESIDENT JONAS' 

HEALTH DID NOT PERMIT HIM TO CARRY OUT HIS DUTIES. 

3. UNDER NEW LAW, WHCIH REPLACES 1948 ACT UNDER 
WHICH NATIONALRAT WAS TO ELECT ONE OR TWO PERSONS 
TO ACT IN PRESIDENT’S CAPACITY IF HE WERE INCAPACI- 
TATED FOR MORE THAN 20 DAYS, THE 3 NATIONALRAT 
PRESIDENTS ASSUME CHIEF OF STATE FUNCTIONS JOINTLY 
UNDER CHAIRMANSHIP OF FIRST PRESIDENT ANTON 
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BENYA, WHO ALSO ASSUMES CEREMONIAL FUNCTIONS. 
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IN CASE OF BENYA'S INCAPACITATION, PRESIDENTIAL 
DUTIES DEVOLVE UPON SECOND PRESIDENT MALETA OR 
IF NEED ARISES UPON THIRDPRESIDENT PROBST. 

4. UPPER HOUSE (BUNDESRAT) CONCURRENCE NOT 
REQUIRED FOR THIS LEGISLATION. 

5. ACCORDING TO HOSPITAL ANNOUNCEMENT, JONAS 
SHOWED SLIGHT IMPROVEMENT YESTERDAY. NEVERTHE- 
LESS. AS OF NOW HE IS NOT EXPECTED TO RECOVER 
SUFFICIENTLY TO REASSUME PRESIDENTIAL POWERS. 

MFA MAKING CONTINGENCY PLANS FOR STATE FUNERAL. 

HUMES 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESIDENT, MEDICAL CARE, LAW, ASSUMPTION OF OFFICE, PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, LOWER HOUSE 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 09 APR 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: golinofr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974VIENNA03174 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740081-0470 
From: VIENNA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740453/aaaabwrw.tel 

Line Count: 74 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: VIENNA 2940 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: golinofr 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 20 MAR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <20 MAR 2002 by collinp0>; APPROVED <06 MAY 2002 by golinofr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: TRANSFER OF PRESIDENTIAL FUNCTIONS TO PARLIAMENTARY PRESIDENTS 
TAGS: PGOV, PINT, PFOR, AU, (JONAS, FRANZ) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



